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advised of the right to proceed in per-
son or, where available, through a
video conference, except that credible
fear determinations may be reviewed
by the Immigration Judge through a
telephone conference without the con-
sent of the alien.

[62 FR 10334, Mar. 6, 1997]

§1003.26 In absentia hearings.

(a) In any exclusion proceeding be-
fore an Immigration Judge in which
the applicant fails to appear, the Immi-
gration Judge shall conduct an in
absentia hearing if the Immigration
Judge is satisfied that notice of the
time and place of the proceeding was
provided to the applicant on the record
at a prior hearing or by written notice
to the applicant or to the applicant’s
counsel of record on the charging docu-
ment or at the most recent address in
the Record of Proceeding.

(b) In any deportation proceeding be-
fore an Immigration Judge in which
the respondent fails to appear, the Im-
migration Judge shall order the re-
spondent deported in absentia if: (1) The
Service establishes by clear, unequivo-
cal and convincing evidence that the
respondent is deportable; and (2) the
Immigration Judge is satisfied that
written notice of the time and place of
the proceedings and written notice of
the consequences of failure to appear,
as set forth in section 242B(c) of the
Act (8 U.S.C. 1252b(c)), were provided to
the respondent in person or were pro-
vided to the respondent or the respond-
ent’s counsel of record, if any, by cer-
tified mail.

(c) In any removal proceeding before
an Immigration Judge in which the
alien fails to appear, the Immigration
Judge shall order the alien removed in
absentia if:

(1) The Service establishes by clear,
unequivocal, and convincing evidence
that the alien is removable; and

(2) The Service establishes by clear,
unequivocal, and convincing evidence
that written notice of the time and
place of proceedings and written notice
of the consequences of failure to appear
were provided to the alien or the
alien’s counsel of record.

(d) Written notice to the alien shall
be considered sufficient for purposes of
this section if it was provided at the

§1003.28

most recent address provided by the
alien. If the respondent fails to provide
his or her address as required under
§1003.15(d), no written notice shall be
required for an Immigration Judge to
proceed with an in absentia hearing.
This paragraph shall not apply in the
event that the Immigration Judge
waives the appearance of an alien
under §1003.25.

[69 FR 1899, Jan. 13, 1994, as amended at 62
FR 10334, Mar. 6, 1997; 62 FR 15362, Apr. 1,
1997]

§1003.27 Public access to hearings.

All hearings, other than exclusion
hearings, shall be open to the public
except that:

(a) Depending upon physical facili-
ties, the Immigration Judge may place
reasonable limitations upon the num-
ber in attendance at any one time with
priority being given to the press over
the general public;

(b) For the purpose of protecting wit-
nesses, parties, or the public interest,
the Immigration Judge may limit at-
tendance or hold a closed hearing.

(c) In any proceeding before an Immi-
gration Judge concerning an abused
alien spouse, the hearing and the
Record of Proceeding shall be closed to
the public unless the abused spouse
agrees that the hearing and the Record
of Proceeding shall be open to the pub-
lic. In any proceeding before an Immi-
gration Judge concerning an abused
alien child, the hearing and the Record
of Proceeding shall be closed to the
public.

(d) Proceedings before an Immigra-
tion Judge shall be closed to the public
if information subject to a protective
order under §1003.46, which has been
filed under seal pursuant to §1003.31(d),
may be considered.

[62 FR 2936, Jan. 29, 1987. Redesignated and
amended at 57 FR 11571, 11572, Apr. 6, 1992; 62
FR 10334, Mar. 6, 1997; 67 FR 36802, May 28,
2002]

§1003.28 Recording equipment.

The only recording equipment per-
mitted in the proceeding will be the
equipment used by the Immigration
Judge to create the official record. No
other photographic, video, electronic,
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